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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014, THE 
NEW YORK CITY “MASCOT LAW” BILL: 

COMMENTARY, LEGAL ARGUMENTS AND 
LOOPHOLES TO CONSIDER

A Local Law to Amend the Administrative Code of the City of New 
York, available at 
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Id
E.g. Does NYC’s Proposed Costume Law Go Too Far?

See e.g

See

See

See, e.g.,

see also
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014
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See Man Dressed as Spider-Man Is Arrested After Scuffle With Police in 
Times Square available at

see also Times Sq. Spidey ‘hits ma’
available at

see also 
Cookie Monster, Elmo: Monster behavior in Times Square?

available at
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

see 
also Times Square performer dressed as Super 
Mario arrested after allegedly groping woman
available at

Anti-Semetic Times Square Elmo Sentenced to one year in prison 
for $2 million extortion attempt from Girl Scouts

available at

see also 
Two Men Dressed as Statute of Liberties Brawl

available at

see also ‘Woody’ From ‘Toy Story’ arrested on sex charges
available at
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Councilman to Propose Bill to Regulate Costumed Characters 
Soliciting in Times Square available at
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

available at 

See available at 

see e.g
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

See
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

this 
subchapter
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

A. This Law Violates the First Amendment 

‘Elmo’ sent to jail as Times Square characters raise concerns
available at 
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Id.

See generally Gunman turns ‘Batman’ screening into real-life ‘horror 
film’ available at

See New York Police Department, Mass Transit Bag 
Inspection Program, A.K.A. Container Inspection Program
available at see
also 

see also In New Security Move, New York Police to 
Search Commuters’ Bags available at

Professional Biography available at 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

Bery v. City of New 
York

New Law Would Require $175 Permit to Wear a Costume in Times 
Square available at 

See infra see also infra
New York Targets Times Square Elmos and Cookie Monsters
available at

Eugene Volokh
Does NYC’s proposed Costume Law Go Too Far?

available at

New York Targets Times Square Elmos and Cookie Monsters
available at 
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Mastrovincenzo v. City of New York
Mastrovincenzo

Bery 
Bery

Mastrovincenzo

Mastrovincenzo

Id. 
See, e.g. Mandatory v. Persuasive Case Authority

Bery

New York Targets Times Square Elmos and Cookie Monsters
available at
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

B. This Law is Overly Broad

See e.g. State v. Morris

See 

see also Legislative Memo: Aggressive Begging
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Does NYC’s Proposed Costume Law Go Too Far?

New Law Would Require $175 Permit To Wear A Costume In Times 
Square

Does NYC’s Proposed Costume Law Go To Far?
available at

See supra 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

C. This Law Places an Unreasonable Financial Restriction on Poor 
Applicants

See supra
Councilman to Propose Bill to Regulate Costumed Characters 

Soliciting in Times Square available at

See 2014 Poverty 
Guidelines available at

Id.
See Id

See Man Dressed as Spider-Man Is Arrested After Scuffle With Police 
in Times Square available at
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See

Cookie Monster, Elmo: Monster behavior in Times 
Square?, available at

See e.g , Bill de Blasio Thinks Times Square ‘Elmo Craze’ Has Gone Too 
Far, available at 

, De Blasio: Regulate Elmo in 
Times Square available at
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF INT 0467-2014

Cf.

New Law Would Require $175 Permit To Wear A Costume In Times 
Square available at 
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