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U.C.L.A. Law Review
Whiteness as Guilt: Attacking Critical Race Theory to Redeem 
the Racial Contract

Marissa Jackson Sow

ABSTRACT

The year of racial justice awakening following George Floyd’s 2020 murder have been accompanied 
by a rise in attacks on Black thought, including Critical Race Theory, led by far-right activists who are 
invested in maintenance of a white supremacist status quo in the United States.  This Essay uses artist 
Kara Walker’s 2014 Sugar Sphinx to contextualize the critiques on Critical Race Theory and other 
manifestations of Black intellectualism as a campaign for perpetual absolution of white guilt, and 
even redemption of white supremacy, that is openly embraced by white nationalists but also secretly 
nourished—and cherished—by the white liberal elite.     
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