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Editorial Comment
Two years have gone by since the issuance of the Report of the
National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders. According to the
Report's summary,
"Discrimination and segregation have long permeated much
of American life; they now threaten the future of every American.
This deepening racial division is not inevitable. The movement apart can be reversed. Choice is still possible. Our principal
task is to define that choice and to press for a national resolution.
To pursue our present course will involve the continuing polarization of the American community and, ultimately, the destruction
of basic democratic values.
The alternative is not blind repression or capitulation to lawlessness. It is the realization of common opportunities for all
within a single society.
This alternative will require a commitment to national action
-compassionate, massive and sustained, backed by the resources
of the most powerful and the richest nation on this earth. From
every American it will require new attitudes, new understanding,
and, above all, new will.
The vital needs of the nation must be met; hard choices must
be made, and, if necessary, new taxes enacted.
Violence cannot build a better society. Disruption and disorder nourish repression, not justice. They strike at the freedom
of every citizen. The community cannot-it will not-tolerate
coercion and mob rule.
Violence and destruction must be ended-in the streets of
the ghetto and in the lives of people.
Segregation and poverty have created in the racial ghetto a
destructive environment totally unknown to most white Americans.
What white Americans have never fully understood-but what
the Negro can never forget-is that white society is deeply implicated in the ghetto. White institutions created it, white institutions
maintain it, and white society condones it.
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It is time now to turn with all the purpose at our command
to the major unfinished business of this nation. It is time to adopt
strategies for action that will produce quick and visible progress.
It is time to make good the promise of American democracy to all
citizens-urban and rural, white and black, Spanish-surname,
American Indian, and every minority group.
Our recommendations embrace three basic principles:
To mount programs on a scale equal to the dimension of the problems:
To aim these programs for high impact in the immediate future in
order to close the gap between promise and performance;
To undertake new initiatives and experiments that can change the
system of failure and frustration that now dominates the ghetto and
weakens our society.
These programs will require unprecedented levels of funding
and performance, but they neither probe deeper nor demand more
than the problems which called them forth. There can be no higher
priority for national action and no higher claim on the nation's
conscience."
What steps have been taken since the issuance of these recommendations to put them into effect? In an attempt to answer this question
THE CATHOLIC LAWYER features two articles in this issue. One
prepared by the St. Thomas More Institute for Legal Research analyzes
the current economic and social situation involving discrimination and
minority groups. The other, by Sidney M. Willhelm takes a close look at
recent "progress" toward racial reform, raising interesting questions as
to the viability of many of the measures that have been taken in an effort
to achieve reform.
Continued study of the means to solve this problem is essential.
The freedoms and opportunities of all Americans are diminished and
imperiled when they are denied to some Americans. The tragic waste of
human spirit and resources, the unrecoverable loss to the nation which
this denial has already caused-and continues to produce-no longer
can be ignored or afforded.

EDITOR

1970

